
Level 5 - Point of Origin

The Point of Origin is the mythos being responsible 
for the actions of the entire pyramid. At this level, 
understanding motivations or mechanisms come at the 
cost of sanity, and defeating the Point of Origin itself 
is usually impossible. In most cases, actors against the 
Point of Origin can only dismantle the base levels of 
the pyramid.

Level 4 - Primarchs

Primarchs are likely in direct contact with the Point 
of Origin. They may have established this contact at 
Level 0 of another pyramid (if you want the rabbit 
hole to go deeper), or they may have actively worked 
toward contact (if the rabbit hole ends here). At this 
level, the entirety of the conspiracy is revealed, likely 
culminating in the end of a campaign.

Level 3 - Ecclesiastic

Ecclesiastics are the “middle managers” of mythos 
conspiracies. Similar to priests, they are actively 
involved in the worship or direction of mythos activi-
ties. At this level, conclusions can start to be drawn 
about the nature of the mythos involved, culminating 
in direct action against the conspiracy.  
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Level 2 - Acolytes

Acolytes may be aware that they are involved with the 
supernatural/paranormal, but may also just be mis-
guided as to what ends they are achieving. Acolytes 
are likely fooled into believing they are working for 
“the greater good”, as dark as the work may be, but 
the information they provide gives a clearer picture of 
what’s going on, though not necessarily why.

Level 1 - Accessories

Accessories are the mechanism of transmission. Some-
times they are vaguely aware of what they are doing 
and why, other times they are just paid to do what 
they’re told. Accessories should give, at best, a fuzzy 
idea of what is happening, culminating with enough 
information to move up to Level 2. 

Level 0 - Active

At the active level, you see the effects of the mythos 
on the general population. People involved at Level 
0 are probably unaware of the machinations of those 
above them, and are best described as the victims. 
People at this level are usually those who instigate the 
investigation in the first place, due to their actions or 
the actions visited upon them.
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Extended Example: A Wonderful Time

Level 5 - Point of Origin - 
Hastur/The King in Yellow

Barnabas, Prince of Rats and the King of Rags and 
Patches are both aspects of Hastur.

Level 4 - Primarch - Col. 
William K. Edger, US Army 
RET (Age 94)

Colonel Edger is an aging man, but a consummate pa-
triot and a fervent opposer to Socialist and Communist 
ideals. Having been the head of the secretive (and still 
classified) fledgling PsyOp division of the US Army 
during the Cold War, Edger became involved with 
MKULTRA, specifically, the project involved with 
non-chemical hypnosis and subliminal suggestion, 
called “Project ABNEGATE”.

Project ABNEGATE was originally focused on using 
subliminal suggestion in propaganda and psychologi-
cal operations to force the surrender of Soviet forces, 
but grew to encompass research involving the “pri-
mordial language”, which was thought to be a sort of 
backdoor into human language which involved con-
cepts, ideas, and imagery which could be use to coerce 
and influence those exposed to it.

In reality, primordial language is all the realm of the 
King in Yellow. It is unknown exactly what aspects of 
the Yellow Sign MKULTRA researched, but according 
to existing documentation, ABNEGATE focused on 
a story about Barnabas, Prince of Rats, who claims to 
be the heir of the King of Rags and Patches. It is likely 
that Edger viewed an “unsanitized” version of the tale 
about Barnabas, which bears a strong similarity to 
“The Pied Piper of Hamelin”, except for a few diver-
sions in the story.

Although ABNEGATE was shut down and considered 
unusable following two high-profile shootings in the 
1960s (iCharles Whitman and Lee Harvey Oswald, 
who were exposed to ABNEGATE material while 
being incarcerated by the military), Edger remained 
infected by his proximal exposure to the Yellow Sign. 
He began to be obsessed with removing all traces of 
Communism/Socialism from the American govern-
ment, calling those who implemented measures he felt 
were guilty of these crimes “the den of rats”.

Edger is well-known in intelligence circles regarding 
his Cold War effectiveness, though most consider him 
an artifact. He has the distinction of having sat on sev-
eral security and intelligence panels during the Cold 
War, and is considered something of a living legend 
amongst the nation’s directors of intelligence. In his 
heyday, he was considered equally calculating and 
unpredictable, which made him a formidable opponent 
to the Soviet and Communist intelligence community. 
Part of this stems from his obsession with destroying 
Communist and Socialist ideals, which anyone who 
knows him personally would call his life’s passion.

As time has progressed, his infection has worsened. 
Obsession with rooting out Reds has lapsed into 
outright worship of Barnabas, Prince of Rats, and his 
King of Rags and Patches. Through the years, though 
he has aged, he has amassed a number of followers in 
this cult/conspiracy, who see themselves as those who 
will “lead the Rats out of their dens” and give the land 
over to “the Rightful King of Waste”, at which point 
they will rebuild a better, stronger American Empire.

Edger’s proximity to the Yellow Sign isn’t a direct 
contact, so he doesn’t exactly worship The King in 
Yellow or know It exists, and the same goes for Has-
tur. The King of Rags and Patches (as well as Barn-
abas, Prince of Rats) are more concepts than actual 
deities to him, although he does engage in rituals 
meant to bring those concepts to fruition.



Level 3 - Ecclesiastics - His Patchwork Courtiers

HPC is Edger’s inner circle, composed of men he knows personally. In the early days of his obsession with 
Barnabas, Edger chose men who had been exposed to the tale. As time progresses and some of the original inner 
circle die, he has hand-picked replacements.

Most of these men come from the upper echelons of government, and all of them have been exposed to the un-
sanitized Tale of Barnabas in some way. They are careful who else to expose to the entire tale, as the effects can 
vary. At levels below this, the most that is offered is a “taste”, usually through ceremony.

Currently, there are 17 Patchwork Courtiers. They also engage in worship of Barnabas and his King in ceremo-
nies led by Edger. 

Participants include a US Senator, a director of the NSA, high-ranking military commanders from each branch, 
and several of the upper echelon of the FBI.

HPC has many cat’s paws, of which UPU is proving to be the most willing and effective.

Level 5 - Point of Origin: Barnabas, Prince of Rats and the King of Rags and Patches

Level 4 - Primarch: Col. William K. Edger, US Army RET

Level 3 - Ecclesiastic: His Patchwork Courtiers

Level 2 - Acolyte: United Patriot Underground

Level 1 - Accessory: Task Force Bravo

Level 0 - Active: Jordan Melbourne, AKA DJ Rowland



Level 2 - Acolytes - United 
Patriot Underground 

The UPU is an underground sect of the “Patriot Move-
ment” which harbors seditious intent toward the cur-
rent US government.

The UPU is composed of veterans of the US armed 
forces, members of US militias, and so-called “lone 
wolves”, all who harbor seditious resentment toward 
the US government and intend to act toward its over-
throw.

As they have yet to attach their name to any actions, 
the FBI, NSA, and ATF have only been passively 
gathering intelligence on them. It is likely that this is 
due to their connection with HPC, which would be 
useful in covering up their actions.

The UPU is not engaged in any serious worship, 
though there are ceremonies designed to indoctrinate 
members. These ceremonies refer to Barnabas, Prince 
of Rats, and often a series of giant rats are burned in 
effigy after being led through the crowd following 
a piper who resembles an American Revolutionary 
Soldier (sometimes a drummer is also present). Most 
in the movement consider this to just be an appropria-
tion of the Pied Piper, and don’t understand the true 
meaning.

Members of UPU sometimes go on missions given 
to them by their shadowy “comanders” in HPC. Task 
Force Bravo is one of these.

Level 1 - Accessories - Task 
Force Bravo

Task Force Bravo is a group of five men who have 
been assigned to UPU’s PsyOp missions. 

The latest was “Operation 1081” (derived from a term 
for rat poison), which was meant to insert materi-
als into American libraries that would unveil the evil 
nature of the US Federal Government. Much of this 
material was purpose-written propaganda disguised 
as legitimate government records discussing atrocities 
commited in modernity (meant to bolster several con-
spiracy theories helpful to the UPU’s cause), but to aid

in legitimizing these fictions, actual classified material 
was also leaked. 

Amongst the material being leaked and placed into 
libraries was information on Project ABNEGATE and 
MKULTRA which was both classified and unredacted. 
Some material is unredacted MKULTRA records, 
other material is reports on Project ABNEGATE.

Without knowing it, Task Force Bravo has put the 
pieces in place for a time bomb of sorts, which will 
result in an outbreak similar in nature to those origi-
nating from the full text of “The King in Yellow”, but 
centered more around Barnabas and the King of Rags 
and Patches. The first such outbreak is in Towson Col-
lege in Baltimore, MD.

Level 0 - Active - Jordan 
Melbourne, AKA DJ Row-
land

Melbourne is a grad student at Towson university. He 
uncovers the MKULTRA files regarding Barnabas 
and the “primordial language” planted by Task Force 
Bravo, who are monitoring the results of the operation 
covertly.

His enthusiasm for his chosen field of study, Linguis-
tics, is something that often bleeds over into other 
aspects of his life. After uncovering the file and sort-
ing through the implications, he initially dismisses it 
as legend and fantasy, some sort of “meta-fiction” that 
was mixed in with legitimate research files.

His enthusiasm begets this outbreak when he begins 
structuring his DJ persona, DJ Rowland, around ac-
counts of the Prince of Rats, including using samples 
of “primordial language” he has emulated and record-
ed himself.

While these samples are apparently supposed to 
inspire party-goers at the places he DJs at to “have 
a wonderful time”, the effects are more far reaching. 
Parties begin to reach epic levels of bachannalia, even-
tually culminating in the 3 murders that are the incit-
ing events for the campaign, as well as various other 
mythos-related events at the Towson campus.


